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For All the World to See
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Mattison Griffin, a graduate student from Van Buren, flips through a

book. Majoring in history with an emphasis in Public History, Griffin
takes a special interest in the collection.

The exhibit, For All the World to See, found on the top floor of the Museum in the Library, show-

M.L Cohen . . . . . .
Protest Against Song of the South: cases African American history in America. Many photographs, books, and dolls are included, as
gt sive i well as video screens displaying films and musical performances by famous performers.
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Courtesy of the Oakland Museum of California,
gift of Martin J. Cooney

Local Civil Rights groups picketed movie
theaters showing Song of the South in a
number of American cities. On April 2, 1947,
in downtown Oakland, California, protesters
marched outside the Paramount Theater,
bearing signs that read “We want films on
Democracy, not slavery” and “Don’t prejudice
children’s minds with films like this.”

The popularity of Song of the South—it was
Disney’s first box-office hit since the end of
World War Il—helped generate media coverage
of the demonstration.
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The exhibit showcases many photographs with detailed summaries of
the history at the time and the significance of the photos. For instance,
this details the protest against theaters showing the movie, “Song of the
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What do you think the world needs o see?
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‘ A typewriter is stationed a prompt listed A particular response to the question,
"’ below. Many responses were pinned to the ~ “What do you think the world needs to
board, answering the question. see?”.
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The quote, “The world seldom believes the horror stories of history Photographs of important points in time hang on the wall in the museum.
until they are documented via the mass media’, by Dr. Martin Luther

King Jr. is largely the theme of the exhibit. Some of the photos included
in the collection are graphic, yet important glimpses of the past. Photos by: Hannah Risker | Photo Editor




