
Black Arkansas State 
University alumni returned to 
campus as a part of Black Alumni

Weekend, a series of 
events hosted over April 
8-11 to reunite Black alumni 
from multiple generations. 

“We just wanted to bring 
(alumni) back to campus to 
fellowship as a big reunion,” 
said Adrian Everett, director of 
direct transfer student services. 

Alumni from all over 
the country were in 
attendance, hailing from 
Atlanta, Houston, Dallas 
and even Washington D.C. 

The weekend was kicked off 
with a meet-and-greet at the 
Social on April 8. On April 9, 
there was a block party, followed 

by a crossing over for new 
members of the Theta Upsilon 
chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha. 

After the crossing over, 
those in attendance moved 
to Centennial Hall for 
the late night All Black 
Affair. They concluded the 
weekend with a brunch at 
Embassy Suites on April 10. 

The idea for the reunion 
came following the death of 
one of A-State’s Black alumni. 

“I missed the camaraderie 
of us being together,” said 
Lachandra Turner, the creator 
of the event. “I’m glad that we 
now have the time to see each 
other, so we won’t be coming 
again on such a sad occasion.”

Planning for the event began 
around homecoming, when the 
Black Alumni Association saw 
many A-State alumni returning 
to campus. They wanted to 
evoke feelings of nostalgia 

and host their “own kind of 
homecoming,” Turner said. 

The block party had local 
Black vendors, including West 
BBQ, Greek merchandise 
store the Greek Vine and 
even an on-site barber, all of 
whom were A-State alumni.

“It’s exciting to be back on 
campus and to see everybody. 
It feels good being able to 
come out here and support 
my business and have people 
support it,” said Laquita Lewis, 
owner of the Greek Vine. 

Crossing over for Alpha 
Phi Alpha began at 6:36 
p.m. The organization sets 
their start times on a six to 
commemorate the year of the 
organization’s founding, 1906. 

The new members arrived at 
the event surrounded by torches 
and wearing hard gray masks. 
As the night went on, each 
inductee’s mask was removed 

and they were welcomed as full 
members of Alpha Phi Alpha. 

“The fact that (the alumni) 
came back and got to see 
the new members is really 
special for them,” Everett said. 

The new members were Jamal 
Romes, Alexander Veasey, Jamal 
Harper and Jaden Flanigan. 
They performed a probate 
show, presenting their lifetime 
commitment to the fraternity.

The inductees remained 
masked to show they stayed 
private about their interest 
with Alpha Phi Alpha. They 
performed strolls, where 
they presented various songs 
and dances to show their 
knowledge of the organization. 

After the completion of the 
probate, the members’ big brother 
removed their masks. They then 
presented their new names.  

“It feels wonderful to be 
a part of this great fraternity 

and this legendary chapter,” 
Flanigan said. “This is one of 
the greatest decisions I’ve ever 
made and I’ll forever hold the 
name ‘Alpha Phi Alpha’ high.”

Romes became “Ph1rst 
Blood”, Veasey “Phro2en 
Chaos”, Harper “Phroz3n 
Mentality” and Flanigan 
“Golden Glacier Da Don”. 

The usage of terms such as 
“frozen”, “ice cold” and more are 
traditionally tied to the fraternity. 
They represent a variety of 
things, such as the fraternity’s 
founding on an “ice cold” day 
of Dec. 4, 1906 or being “cold-
blooded” in the face of adversity. 

“I can’t wait to get to work 
with my brothers and make a 
great impact on our campus and 
in our community,” Harper said. 
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Theta Upsilon Alpha welcomes new members with A-State Black alumni
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A-State Multicultural Center hosts Iftar Dinner
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Students in attendance of the Multicultural Centers Iftar Dinner. 

RACHEL RUDD
NEWS EDITOR

•	 A-State announces 
committee to search for 
new chancellor

•	 Scarlet Chess Club holds 
tournament

•	 Closing thoughts: How to 
Form Good Opinions

SPORTS,  1B

LIFE , 2B & 3B
•	 Ranking Jewish Holidays

•	 A-State Theatre to 
present musical comedy

•	 Oklahoma Gov. Kevin 
Stitt needs to focus on 
other issues

•	 This weeks Pop Pick & 
Horoscopes 

•	 Check out the results for 
the poll “Weather Woes” 

THIS WEEK IN 
THE HERALD:

•	 Dr. Joel Gambill 
Distinguished Speaker 
Series brings in A-State 
Alumni

NEWS, 4A

OPINION, 2A

•	 The Yard Food Review: 
Saigon

•	 In depth Rugby coverage 

•	 How to Use Tone 
Indicators 

NEWS, 3A

PHOTO, 4B

•	 A-State Students Enjoy 
Spring Break

•	 Ketanji Brown Jackson 
confirmed as first Black 
female Supreme Court 
Justice

•	 Student Speak: How 
does YikYak appeal to 
you?

Arkansas State University 
Multicultural center in 
partnership with SAB hosted an 
Iftar dinner in honor of Ramadan.

Ramadan in Islam is the 
ninth month of the Muslim 
calendar and is the holy 
month of fasting. It begins 
and ends with the appearance 
of the crescent moon. Because 
the Muslim calendar year is 
shorter than the Gregorian 
calendar year, Ramadan begins 
10 to 12 days earlier each year, 
allowing it to fall in every 
season throughout a 33-year 
cycle. This year, Ramadan 
lasts from April 2 to May 1. 

During Ramadan, Muslims 
practice self-restraint and fast 
during the month. During the 
month those practicing, will 
refrain during the day, between 
dawn and dusk, from food, 
drink, sexual activity and all 
forms of immoral behavior, 
including impure or unkind 
thoughts. “It is a month to 
understand what it feels like 
to not have the necessities in 
life,” Nora Bouzihay, assistant 

director of multicultural affairs 
said. “It’s a month of giving back, 
volunteering and charity. Just a 
month of spiritual cleansing.”

On Wednesday, April 6, 
the multicultural center hosted 
an Iftar dinner in honor of 
Ramadan. Iftar is an evening 
dinner that takes place during 
the month and is an event for 
others to learn more about the 
culture and discuss personal 
experiences of fasting. Several 
students not of the Muslim 
faith fasted during the day 
before the event to experience 
what it was like. “I accidentally 
fasted, because I did not end 
up eating, but it was terrible,” 
Natan Gomez, a sophomore 
biotechnology and global 
studies student from Irapuato, 
Guanajuato Mexico said. “I’m 
used to eating three meals a 
day, so it just made me thankful 
for being able to have those 
meals during the day and being 
able to learn about what other 
cultures do.” Carlos Young is the 
opposite of Gomez only eating 
around one to two times a day 
but still found his experience 
to be enriching. “Usually, I 
only eat one to two times a 

day and usually later in the day. 
However, adding an extra two 
to three hours of not eating 
was kind of different but not 
too difficult.” Young said. “But 
I observed it not only for the 
physical means but also for the 
spiritual and mental means. To 

understand what someone else’s 
life might be going through.”

The dinner was provided 
by Pella Café and showcased 
traditional Mediterranean 
cuisine such as Hummus, 
Kabobs, Baklava and 
many other types of food. 

The Iftar dinner was a 
time for students to come 
together, eat, discuss and 
experience the tradition of 
Ramadan and be grateful for 
all the things that they have 
throughout their everyday lives. 
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