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LIBRARY,
CONTINUED

“It needed to be in the
educator and parents section
and that’s where the library
staft moved it. It should
have been a dead issue.”

Citizens Taxed Enough said
the LGBTQ+ books and the tax
reduction are two separate issues.

In support of the library,
Arkansas  State  University
students and Jonesboro
community members have
placed yard signs in both private
and public spaces. In addition,
the on-campus campaign has
provided window signs for
apartment and dorm residents.

On Oct. 21, a group of
A-State students traveled to
the Nettleton High School
football game and placed
flyers in people’s car windows.

“Football games are a big
deal for a lot of people and
you can get your message out,”
said Dean MacDonald Jr., a
graduate student in public
administration and nonprofit
management from Paragould.
“We were out there handing
flyers to everybody that tells
people the full information.”

In addition, Save Our
Libraries has been doing door-
to-door  campaigns  across
Jonesboro and the surrounding

communities, which include
Bono, Bay, Monet and Caraway.

Save Owur Libraries has
been tabling in the Student
Union and the Humanities
and Social Sciences building,
promoting the cause, helping
students register to vote or
change their voting address.
MacDonald said students can
change their voting address to
their college address in order
to vote against the initiative.

MacDonald ~ said  they
helped register around 150
A-State students and assisted
around about 80 students in
changing their voting addresses.

Citizens Taxed Enough has
had its own campaign, running
ads on KAIT 8 and Facebook, as
well as promoting their cause on
Facebook. Responsible Growth
Arkansas, who Citizens Taxed
Enough has been working
with in tandem, has dispersed
informational flyers via mail.

Ann Long, a junior political
science and history double
major from Jackson, Missouri,
joined the Save Our Libraries
campaign due to her fond
memories with libraries.

“T still remember the fun
times I had with my grandma
as she would take me to the
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A Citizens Taxed Enough graphic explaining why voters should

vote in favor of the measure.

(Dexter Library) every week
for the children’s programming
events or to get a new book,”
Long said. “Through my
involvement with the campaign,
I have been able to fight for an
institution that means so much
to me and so many other people.”

Other students involved in
the campaign see the measure as
an attack on the working class.

“When I was in high school
a lot of my schoolwork was
with the internet. If 1 didn’t
have internet, my grades
suffered, so I would have to
go to the library,” said Sam
Jones, a first-year psychology
major from Blytheville. “As
soon as you start defunding
something that you might
not think is a big deal because

PANTS-ON-FIRE
FABRICATION

A 50% revenue cut
will leave the library
fully-funded.

Our library is overfunded.

Libraries can be compared
by millage rates.
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"FACT CHECK

“ Our library’s current funding is

LIKE-IT-IS
REALITY

Would a 50% cut in your
income with a month'’s
notice leave you fully-funded?

AVERAGE. Cutting it will push
the library BELOW average

The Ark. Democrat-Gazette
reported it's very difficult to
compare library funding by
millages (some use sales taxes,
others use city departments)

AVERAGE ISN'T OVERFUNDED
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A Save Our Libraries graphic explaining why the library isn't

overfunded.

you're rich, I feel like you don't
appreciate the working class
who can't afford stuff like that.”

Early voting began Oct. 24
and ends Nov. 7. If people want
to vote early, they need to go to
the Craighead County Election
Annex on Monday-Friday 8 a.m.
through 6 p.m., or on Saturday
from 10 a.m. through 4 p.m.

Alternatively, people can

vote on Election Day Nov. 8.
There will be a voting precinct
on the A-State campus at First
National Bank Arena from
7:30 a.m. through 7:30 p.m.

Editors note: 'The graphics
shown are from each groups
campaign social media pages
and may be untrue or biased.

You're not just voting for state representatives
Local candidate lineup

RACHEL RUDD

NEWS EDITOR
Editors note: (R) denotes
a Republican candidate,
(D) denotes a Democratic
candidate and (I)  denotes
an  Independent  candidate.

Elected positions such as
governor, U.S. senator and U.S.
House representative will all
be present on the Nov. 8 ballot.
However, this midterm season
will also see a number of local
representatives up for election.

Marvin  Day (R) is
running unopposed for
Craighead  County  judge.

This will be his second term.

“Our big thing we’re working
on is improvements to our part
of the criminal justice system,”
Day said. “Specifically, the
first project were working on
is additional jury courtroom
space. We've hired an architect,
we're working on plans as we
speak and hopefully we’ll break
ground sometime next year.”

Day said other goals for this
term included investigating
the amount of  space
needed in jails and prisons,
improving county roads and

keeping pay competitive.
Mary  Dawn  Marshall
(R) is running unopposed

for Craighead County clerk.

Marshall said her goals for
this term included updating the
county clerk office’s marriage
software and continuing with
cross training. Cross training
allows one person to fill
another person’s role properly.

“It’s kind of hard because
everybody has their specific
duties within the office. There’s
only (nine of us) so cross
training is a little difficult

because everybody has their
daily duties, but if someone
can step in and get a process
started, then when that person
comes back from vacation,
or maybe theyre sick, then
we can keep the momentum

going,” Marshall said.
David Vaughn (R) is
running  against  Deborah

Johnson (D) for circuit clerk.

“We want to make the home
office more transparent. We
want to revamp the website
and revamp the Facebook
page to include a lot more
detail,” Vaughn said when
describing his term  goals.
“ I think it’s something we
can accomplish, along with
updating the technology side
of it to make things more
efficient and easier for the clerk
and clientele to work with.”

If elected to circuit clerk,
Johnson is interested in
improving the jury system with
MyJurylnfo, an online software
that allows potential jurors to
fill out their paperwork online
instead of using mailed forms.

Johnson also wants
to take away some of the
publics  fear  surrounding
going to a courthouse office.

“They’re  really uncertain
when they call or when they
stop by and I would do my
best and make sure the other
team members do their best
to just put people at ease and
then do whatever we could
to help them because it's a

scary thing,” Johnson said.
“It's an intimidating place,
but it doesnt have to be.”

Both Johnson and
Vaughn  would  like to
upgrade the clerk office’s

paperwork processing system.
Wes Eddington (R)

is  running unopposed as

Craighead County tax
collector. He has served as
tax collector for six years.

This  term, he plans
to train  collector’s office

employees to provide better
explanations to taxpayers so
they are not jumping back and
forth between the assessor
and tax collector’s offices.

“We send out roughly 55,000
taxstatements ayear,” Eddington
told KLEK 102.5. “There needs

to be that separation of duties

to get the job done properly.”

Toby Emerson (R) is running
unopposed as Craighead
County  coroner. He has
served as coroner for 42 years.

“We’re the Craighead County
coroner’s office, we investigate
deaths within our county. We’ll
just keep doing the job we've
always done,” Emerson said.

Sherifft Marty Boyd (R)
is running unopposed for

Craighead County sheriff. He

hasservedassherifffornineyears.

“One (issue) that is very
dear to me is our crime issue,”
Boyd told KLEK 102.5. “It
is a multitude of problems
that we have to address from
the community leaders to the
administrators of the cities and
the counties and the state levels
to the federal level. We have
to progress and see that new
technologies and newideas come
along that we have to utilize.”

Boyd wants to focus on
reducing violent crime. He
told KLEK 102.5 that they
“can’t arrest their way out of
the problem” and instead need
to provide opportunities for
criminals to change their lives.
He will also work on targeting
repeat violent crime offenders
by not providing parole.

There were no filings
for the office of constable
for Districts 1, 4 and 8.

Roger Watkins (R) s
running for District 2, Leon
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Marvin Day (left) is running unopposed for Craighead County judge. David Vaughn (middle) and Deborah Johnson (right) are
running against each other for circuit clerk.

Poley (D) for District 3, Donald
Mullenix (R) for District 5,
Lynn Tackett (R) for District
6, Danny Williford (R) for
District 7, Scott Davis (R) for
District 9, Jerry Allison (R) for
District 10, Shannon Kelems
(I) for District 12 and Scott
Armstrong (R) for District 13.
All are running unopposed.

David Chadwick (D) is
running for constable for District
11 against Chris Ayers (R).

Brad Noel (R) is running for
justice of the peace for District
1 against Jolene Mullet (D).

For District 2, Garrett
Barnes (D) is  running
against Justin  Etter (R).

For District 3, Carolyn

Lewis (D) is running against
Barry Forrest (R). In District
4, Linda Allison (R) is

running against Vince Pearcy.

For District 5, Donna
Eggers (R) is  running
against Barbara  Weinstock

(I). Darrell Cook is running

unopposed  for District 6.

Steven Summers (D) is
running  against  Richard
Rogers (R) for District 7.

David Tennison (R) is

running for District 8, Josh
Longmire (R) is running for
District 9 and Steve Cline
(R) is running for District 10.
Dan Pasmore (R) is running
for District 11, Terry Couch
(R) for District 12 and Kevin
Williams (R) for District 13.
All are running unopposed.

Hannah Towell (R) is
running for Craighead County
assessor, Sue Gurley (I) is
running for eastern district
deputy circuit clerk, Chris
Kelems (R) is running for
eastern district deputy sheriff,
Michael Daniels (D) is running
for county surveyor and Terry
McNatt (R) is running for
Craighead County treasurer.
All are running unopposed.



