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IHSA Equestrian team seeking funding and to

SHAILEY WOOLDRIDGE

PHOTO EDITOR
Arkansas State University

Intercollegiate Horse
Show  Association (IHSA)
Equestrian team 1is striving
to make equestrianism
a more inclusive  sport.
For students who have
minimal  riding  experience,

the ITHSA gives students the
chance to do a collegiate sport.

The IHSA  Equestrian
Team is currently self-funded
and looking for sponsorships.

“Here at A-State we're really
trying to bring it to those who
don’t have the ability to do that
outside of going to college.
Were very big on diversity
and inclusion and trying to
get everybody that wants the
opportunity to do this to be
able to go and compete,” said
assistant coach Alexa Daly, a
graduate animal science student
from  O’Fallon, Missouri.

Cassie Burdett, head coach
of the IHSA Equestrian team,
said in order to compete each
semester, the team travels to at
least four different locations,
as far as western Kentucky
and Tennessee. Students have
to buy all of their own show
clothes and food as well as pay
for their show fees and travel.

“It is a privilege but if more
students had access to help, we'd
probably have a bigger team,”
Burdett said. “As it stands I have
individual riders who've done
really, really well but I'm trying
to build a team all the way up,
from beginners to the most
experienced. We need help.”

Burdett said the cost
of traveling semester
is a $5,000 minimum, not
including show clothes, tack
and other fees. To get to where
they need to be, they would
need $20,000 for the year.

Burdett said even old show
clothes would be a big help to
the team as they have students
sharing the same shirt because
show clothes are so expensive.

Daly said per student a
set of show clothes are about
$300 to $500 and students
have to have a different set of
show clothes for Western and
hunter. If students don’t know
how to press and starch their
show clothes, dry cleaning is
an additional out of pocket fee.

“I'd love to see us have
enough stuff in
supplies and equipment that

each

our own

make the sport more inclusive
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Top: The IHSA Equestrian team poses with the ribbons it has won over the years.
Bottom left: Equestrian team member Garrett Jolliff, a senior animal science major from Manila, Arkansas, rides a horse in the

Garry Meadows Arena.

Bottom right: Equestrian team member Sadie Bowen, a first-year plant and soil science major from Weiner, Arkansas, rides Rosie.

we could have it to supply to a
student who maybe didn’t have
the money to buy their own
show clothes,” Burdett said.

However, those the
team said being a member
has changed them for the
better. Burdett said the team
thinks of themselves as “little
mighty ducks” because they
persevere through challenges.

Garrett Jolliff, a senior animal
science and equine management
major from Manila, Arkansas,
has been on the IHSA
Equestrian team since it started.

“They took me from a
redneck rider to a good
show person,” Jolliff said.

on

The IHSA  Equestrian
team competes at different
host schools with riders

categorized by experience level.
Classifications can range from
walk-trots, a beginner class,

to an open, the highest level
the THSA shows and what
Olympic riders go through.

At these  competitions,
students will draw a horse in
their appropriate field and then
exhibit the different maneuvers
of the

“You will have hypothetically
never ridden this horse and
then you have to show it to
the best of your ability. That’s
a whole other level of pressure
in training but its pretty
neat because it levels out the
playing field so that everybody
can show,” Burdett said.

The IHSA  Equestrian
Team has won a total of 24
ribbons, ranging from first
to sixth place, in the time
they've been competing. Ryder
Nolen, the IHSA Equestrian

team assistant coach, said it

horse for a score.

was in a total of six shows.

Jolliff  placed second in
beginner western horsemanship
at Middle Tennessee State
University (MTSU). He said he
gets a thrill out of not knowing
what horse he’s going to draw.

“Whenever you're competing
against nationally recognized
teams and nationally ranked
teams and youre taking these
ribbons away from their riders,
it’s a pretty big accomplishment
for those riders,” said Nolen, a
graduate animal science student
from  Brookland, Arkansas.

Burdett said she’s always
had a five-year plan and
she thinks it’s realistic that
competing riders can make
it to regionals next year.

“As far as M'TSU goes, their
riders consistently place high
at our shows that we compete
at, as well as regionals and
nationals,” Nolen said. “There’s

potential ~ with the riders
that we have as well as any
incoming riders. But it would
definitely help to have funding.”

Burdett said she has received
support from the assistant
coaches and Leah Ballin, the
Equine Center manager, to
form a riding team that is
completely new to A-State.

“It speaks for the talent
that A-State has for such
a short time that its been
running, like our equine center
program that’s not new to the
university, but diversifying it
and getting people involved
that is new,” Burdett said. “To
see our students who maybe
don’t have as much of an equine
background go out and do as
well as they did. I'm excited
to see what five years brings.”

Last day to drop a class or withdraw from university
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The last day to drop a course
or withdraw from Arkansas
State University is April 5.

Students may drop a class
by accessing Banner9 Self
Service from my.astate.edu
and clicking the registration
and planning tab on their

student profile. From there,
students can click ‘“register
for classes” and drop classes.

All classes except the last
course may be dropped online
through self service. To drop

all classes and  withdraw

from A-State, students
must process a withdrawal
with the advising center.

Before

students

dropping a class,
are recommended
to meet with their academic
advisers and check with
the Office of Financial Aid
and Scholarships to ensure
nothing will be affected.

According to the A-State
website, dropping a class will not

affect a student’s GPA and will

remove all financial obligations

Students can be reinstated
to a class after being dropped
for non-attendance. In order
to be reinstated, the student
must submit a reinstatement
and provide a
from their instructor stating
they have been attending.

for memo

approaching

Scan here to access the
withdrawal form

Class offered this fall
covers presidential

elections
COMS 431V - Special Topics

- will explore the rhetorical
dynamics of U.S. Presidential
elections. With special
focus on the 2024 election,
students will interrogate the
implications of communicating
and participating in a diverse
and polarized citizenry.

Women'’s Rights Rally
scheduled for Saturday

End Womens  History
Month strong and join the
A-State  Feminist  Union

for its first Womens Rights
Rally Saturday, from noon
to 3 p.m., at the Craighead
County Courthouse Courtyard.
Hear from speakers all across
the state, sign the Arkansas
Abortion Amendment and
Period Tax Petitions and more.

Apply to be an Honors

Ambassador
Honors Ambassadors
guide  prospective  students

through their college decision-
making process by answering
questions, offering personal
advice, and supporting
those who come to A-State.
Applications are being accepted
and details are on InfoReady.
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