
The Red Wolves will 
take the week off before a 
homecoming game against 
the South Alabama Jaguars.

The University of South 
Alabama plays Louisiana State 
University before coming to 
Jonesboro for the Red Wolves’ 
homecoming game. Statistically, 
both teams’ offense and 
defense look equally rounded.

The Red Wolves have 
made a lot of interceptions 
over their past two games 
but South Alabama hasn’t 
thrown any in the season yet. 

South Alabama’s offense 

was strong in their games 
against Appalachian State and 
Northern State, scoring 48 
and 87 respectively. Arkansas 
State, however, wasn’t able to 
even reach the red zone in their 
game against the Cyclones.

Defensively, intercepting 
the ball will be where the Red 
Wolves find success in their 
homecoming game since South 
Alabama is a team that relies 
on passing the ball to score. 

Both teams being 2-2, 
South Alabama leads the Sun 
Belt with the Red Wolves 
right behind. Arkansas State 
comes back home on Oct. 
5 for their homecoming as 
the matchup underdogs. 

The Arkansas State Women’s 
soccer team took on South 
Alabama in a game that 
ended in a 1-0 Jaguars victory.

The Lady Red Wolves 
entered conference play with a 
record of 3-1-2, and won their 
last game on the road against the 
Western Kentucky Hilltoppers. 
A-State has only achieved 1 
victory in their past 10 matches 
against South Alabama.

The game opened with 9 
shots on goal from the Jaguars 
and 6 shots from Lady Red 
Wolves in the first half, with 
goalkeeper Damaris Deschaine 
collecting 3 in the first half. 

Both teams battled to a 
0-0 tie at the half.  The Lady 
Red Wolves started the 
2nd half strong with several 
shots, but just could not get 
the ball in. The closest the 
Red Wolves got to scoring 
was in the 63rd minute. 

Defender Maya Jones took 
a shot on goal only a few feet 
away from the goal, but South 
Alabama goalkeeper Allison 
Luckhardt made a crucial save 

to prevent the Red Wolves goal.
In the 68th minute, forward 

Monique Grey of the Lady 
Jaguars shot the match winning 
goal, giving the Jaguars a 1-0 
advantage. Deschane had 
just recorded a Red Wolves 
save seconds before Grey 
kicked the ball into the net. 

The Lady Red Wolves 
managed to take only a couple 
more shots in what remained of 
the game, but the Jags defense 
held firm and secured a victory. 

South Alabama outshot 
the Red Wolves 17-13. The 
Lady Red Wolves record drops 
to 3-2-2. South Alabama’s 

record improves to 6-3-0
Midfielder Keelyn Peacock 

led the Lady Red Wolves 
in shots with 3. Goalkeeper 
Demaris Deschane recorded 
5 saves in the game. 

The Lady Red Wolves 
will take on the  Georgia 
Southern Eagles this Thursday.

After a close loss on the road 
against Michigan, Arkansas 
State headed to Ames, Iowa to 
play 20th-ranked Iowa State, 
who comes off a bye-week. 

The final non-conference 
game of the season for both the 
Cyclones and the Red Wolves 
happened in front of a crowd of 
55,428 in Jack Trice Stadium. 

This was head coach 
Butch Jones’ second time 
playing against Iowa State’s 
coach Matt Campbell. 

The first time was in 2012 
when Jones coached Cincinnati 
and Campbell coached Toledo. 
The underdogs, Toledo, 
came away with that win. 

“I consider him a very 
good friend,” Jones said about 
Campbell. “I have a lot of respect 
for him, what he’s built here. I 
think he’s a great fit here. When 
you play his teams, they’re going 
to be well coached, they’re going 
to be disciplined, they’re going 
to give great effort, and they 
force you to execute.”	

The first two possessions of 
the game were even, but after 
a blocked Ryan Heicher punt, 
things would take a turn in the 
Cyclone’s favor, including their 
first touchdown of the game. 

Even after an interception 
by safety Dontay Joyner, the 
Red Wolves weren’t able to 
score during their possessions. 

Quarterback Jaylen Raynor 
threw for two interceptions 
before being replaced by 
quarterback Timmy McClain 
with a minute and a half left 
in the first half of the game. 

By halftime, Iowa State was 
up 31-0, but the beating didn’t 
stop there. Iowa State put up 
two more touchdowns against 
Arkansas State before the Red 
Wolves were able to capitalize 
on a botched kick by Iowa State, 
which placed the Red Wolves 
on the Cyclone’s 43-yard line. 

The Red Wolves finally 
scored when Timmy McClain 
connected with wide receiver 
Hunter Summers for a 
27-yard touchdown pass, 
making the score 45-7. 

Iowa State scored one more 
time before the end of the game, 
making the final score 52-7.

Jones said that, unfortunately, 
the Red Wolves were not 
able to execute in the game. 

“We had opportunities,” 
Jones said. “We had the ball on 
our side, on the plus side of the 
field, and we had three drives 
that ended in a penalty, an 
interception, and a bad snap. And 
to beat a top 25 team on the road, 
you can’t make those mistakes.”

Jones said that in terms 
of overall discipline and 
consistency, it’s something 
they’re lacking with the team. 

“We have a lot to play 
for, a lot to build upon. 
We’re 2-2 but we have to get 
better in a hurry,” Jones said.

Jones notes that Jaylen 
Raynor is a great teammate 
but to get him back to form, he 
needs to work on his consistency. 

“There’s a standard that we 
have in performance and we 
did not meet that,” Jones said.

Jones said that performance-
wise, there wasn’t anything he 
liked about the Red Wolves’ 
performance against the 

Cyclones. He said that nothing 
surprised him game-wise when 
it comes to the Iowa State team. 

“We knew everything they 
were going to do. Football 
still comes down to one-on-
one matchups,” Jones said. 

Jaylen Raynor completed 
five of his 16 pass attempts for 
68 yards with two interceptions. 
Timmy McClain made contact 
with four of his seven passes 
for 50 yards, a touchdown and 
a fumble. Running back Devin 
Spencer, who, according to the 
game roster, wasn’t supposed 

to play in the Iowa State 
game, led the team in rushing 
yards for the game with nine 
carries equaling 52 yards. 

Wide receiver Hunter 
Summers led the receiving 
game for Arkansas State 
for 37 yards and the only 
touchdown of the game.

Defensively, safety Trevian 
Thomas led the team with 
nine tackles. Safety Dontay 
Joyner made an interception 
for 20 yards and three tackles. 
Safety Websley Etienne 
recorded an interception for 

10 yards and three tackles. 
The loss brings A-State 

to 2-2 heading into an 
instrumental bye-week before 
taking on South Alabama for 
homecoming, a game that 
Jones said will be one of the 
team’s biggest challenges yet. 

“We’ll be challenged,” Jones 
said. “They have playmakers 
all around, they have a great 
quarterback, one of the most 
elite quarterbacks in our 
conference. They got a gresham 
running back and a really good 
receiver and they’re big up front.”
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A-State forward Emma Riales avoids a South Alabama sliding tackle.
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Lady Red Wolves drop conference 
opener to South Alabama 1-0
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Quarterback Timmy McClain is brought down by the Iowa State defense.
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Charles Willekes and Ian Jefferies celebrate an 
interception.

Red Wolves to clash with 
Jaguars for Homecoming

What’s Next: 

Opponent: South 
Alabama

Kickoff: 6PM

Where: Centennial 
Bank Stadium, 
Jonesboro, Ark.

Tune in: ESPN+


