T HEHERALD

INFORMING THE CAMPUS AND COMMUNITY SINCE 1921

@ astatetheherald.com n @astateherald @astateherald

@AState_Herald @@ The Herald Newspaper

VOLUME 104, ISSUE 9

PHOTO, 4B

Here at A-State

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 4, 2024

PAGE 1A

SGA holds final meeting of semester
Discusses plans for spring semester and elect new senator at large

JERRY DON BURTON
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

SHAILEY WOOLDRIDGE

NEWS EDITOR
Student Government
(SGA) hosted
the final meeting of the
semester, reflecting on the
work they’ve accomplished and
electing a new senator at large.
Micayla McGowen,
SGA president and a senior
marketing major from East
End, Arkansas, said she is
very happy with what SGA
accomplished this semester.
“lThe main thing is that
the housing scholarship
and everything that came
with that is finally
getting to a point that a good
conversation is  happening
with it,” McGowen said. “So
I'm very thankful for that.
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At the meeting, Asia
Simmons, a junior social
work major from Jacksonville,
Arkansas, filled an open
at  large senator seat.

Simmons said she applied
for the position because of
encouragement from McGowen
and her previous experience in
SGA as secretary and chair of
the Warren Harshaw Diversity
committee at ASU-Beebe.

She said she sees a lot
of what SGA does behind
the scenes by working at the
A-State leadership center, so she
wanted to get back into SGA
and serve A-State students.

“As a student leader at ASU-
Beebe, I had a huge role in
facilitating student events and
being involved in our student
population,” Simmons said.
“Im very appreciative of the
students choosing me to serve
with them and I'm so excited to

serve the rest of my time here.”

Simmons said she already
has projects planned for the
upcoming semester, one in
particular is a project called
“impact,” where it will provide
the necessary  information
for students regarding Title
IX and domestic violence.

She SGA
have a huge role in helping
get information out about
Title IX offering a
safe  space students.

Louis Gonzalez,asophomore
biology major from Kansas
City, Missouri, said the recently
passed  housing  scholarship
committee resolution has the
potential to help a lot of people.

‘I fought so hard for just
the scholarship committee.
I would say that
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out of

everything that I've done this
semester it is probably the
most rewarding one, because
I can continue to work with
that and it can turn out to be
something big,” Gonzalez said.

McGowen said SGA is still
finding the right direction to go
with the housing scholarship,
but she hopes students see more
progress and impact come from
the scholarship next semester.

Gonzalez said he plans
on continuing to work on
the housing scholarship

during the Spring semester.

“If T dont do it, nobody
else will, so I'm most definitely
behind that. I'm rooting for
that all the way so it doesn’t
get abolished,” Gonzalez said.

Gonzalez said  students

can CXpCCt progress when

Photo by Jerry Don Burton | Editor-in-Chief
SGA parliament and senators discuss staff reports during the last SGA meeting of the fall semester.
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it comes to housing
scholarship semester,
but it probably wouldn't be
active for another year because
there is a lot of foundational
work that needs to be put in.

Aside from the housing
scholarship, he said there are
problems with international

programs that he would like
to tackle in the near future.

“There’s certain problems that
international students face day
to day that I feel like we can, as
an organization, change to make
it easier for them,” Gonzalez
said. “There seems to be a big
divide between international
students and domestic students.
Housing seems to be a big one.”

Another goal for SGA is to
host more events for the campus.

McGowen said she is very

passionate about mental health
and wants to expand upon the
work SGA has done for mental
health next year. This semester,
SGA created a mental health
day for students. McGowen
said she wants to create an
initiative in SGA next year
so students can have mental
health days every semester.

Additionally, she said she
aims to create a mental health
seat within SGA so someone
can advocate for student
mental health on campus.

The SGA president said
students can expect many
new and exciting ideas to

be discussed at SGA in the

upcoming  spring  semester.

Student organizations table on campus for Giving Tuesday

BENJAMIN MCDOWELL

STAFF WRITER

The Student Philanthropy
Council (SPC) and Black
Student Association (BSA)
celebrated ~ Giving  Tuesday
by tabling in the student
union from noon to 2 p.m.

Giving  Tuesday is a
global generosity event
held annually on the first
Tuesday after ‘Thanksgiving.

Cabrina Pope, president of
BSA and a marketing major
from Little Rock, said Giving
Tuesday is a time when students
can give back to the community.

“Even though we are in
school, its a blessing that
were here in college, so we
can give back to those who
aren’t in school,” Pope said.

According to the Giving
Tuesday website, the event is a
day that unleashes the power
of people and organizations to
transform their communities
and the world for the better.

BSA held a toy drive and
SPC held a fundraiser for
the student emergency fund.

Pope said BSA’'s main agenda
is to gather as many toys as
possible to give toys to children
in need for the holidays,
while SPC wanted to raise as
much money for the student
emergency fund as possible
to help students effectively.

Pope said the toy drive
could benefit not just them
but the community as well.

‘Il have a great impact
on the community. Theres a
lot of students and children in
Jonesboro that don’t have what
they need for Christmas, a lot
of single parents, or maybe
just households that can afford
toys,” Pope said. “Hopefully
this will make their Christmas.”
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Library open for
extended hours
through Dec. 12

As the end of the semester
and final exams approach,
the Dean B. Ellis Library
will be open for extended
hours  through  Dec. 12.
Extended hours are as follows:
*  Monday - Thursday — 7

a.m. to 2 a.m.
¢ Friday— 7am.to 9 p.m.
¢ Saturday — 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
¢ Sunday—12 p.m.to 2 a.m.

Christmas Magic: The
Gathering Tournament
scheduled Today

Join the A-State Magic:
the Gathering club for their

Christmas tournament,
scheduled for 6:30 p.m,,
today at  the  Pavilion.

Late Night Breakfast set
for Thursday

Students are invited to take a
break from finals study sessions
and come enjoy Late Night
Breakfast Thursday, from 10
p-m. - 12 am. at the Acansa
Dining Hall. This year’s theme
is Christmas Movie Madness.
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Grace Winter, mathematics major from West Memphis, Arkansas, gives a button to Susie John-
son, a junior elementary education major from St Louis.
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