
President Trump stated in his 2024 
presidential campaign that on his first 
day in office he would “immediately 
bring prices down, starting on day one.” 
Yet after being in office for almost a 
month, prices have yet to fall. Instead, 
he is preparing the nation with his new 
tariff policy which will further disrupt 
the state of our economy.

As of last month, inflation has raised 
the cost of groceries, gasoline and rent; 
now with an already terrible inflation 
problem, tariffs are going to raise prices 
even more. 

As if there weren’t any other more 
concerning problems that the United 
States is facing, like gun violence, 
our climate crisis, racial tension and 

inequality and the already-mentioned 
issues with high inflation — Trump has 
clearly thought that our trade policy is 
of the highest order to focus on. 

More specifically, Trump’s biggest 
concern was about enacting reciprocal 
tariffs, meaning the fees that American 
companies faced when exporting goods 
to another country, should also apply 
for the imported goods from that same 
country. 

Now, this sounds good in concept, 
but is actually very detrimental to our 
economy. 

The president is expecting other 
countries to just agree to the tariffs. 
However, world trade was not built 
on the idea of country-to-country 
negotiations, but rather the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) kept countries’ 
supplies in check. The WTO worked to 
set proper fair tariffs for specific goods 
and Trump seemed to argue otherwise.

He described the U.S. as being a 
“victim of this structure,” as he cited 
trade deficits with China, Mexico and 
Germany. With his narrative of the U.S. 
“suffering” under these conditions, he 
now wants authorities to negotiate trade 
agreements to his liking — completely 
disregarding prior trade agreements 
with others. 

And you may ask, well how will these 
tariffs affect me? It will affect nearly 

every part of your everyday life.
As we import a majority of products 

from other countries, including fruit, 
technology, oil and lumber, these new 
tariffs will increase our taxes. 

An analysis by the Tax Foundation 
said Trump’s threats of establishing 
tariffs will cause an average tax increase 
of more than $800 per U.S. household 
in 2025. Not only will tax increase, but 
the cost of production of everyday items 
will too. Including some household 
technology favorites such as Apple 
products. 

Though the tariffs can affect some 
prices, it might not directly hit the 
price tag but rather the employees who 
work for these companies. Affecting 
the U.S. economy and labor force as a 

whole. Businesses will have to consume 
a bigger cost, leaving them with less 
money for their employees as well as no 
money for hire.

These tariffs will leave the average 
American facing either low employment 
or lower income with higher costs 
of living. All of this because one man 
doesn’t want to be told no. 

President Trump does not care about 
his own country’s citizens and it shows. 
He and his inner circle only care about 
themselves, but this will bite them in 
the butt when they realize that it will 
start to affect them too. They are not 
immune to the damage Trump inflicts 
on the country. 

These tariffs are selfish in nature and 
will help no one other than Trump. 

A prominent aspect of American 
life is individualism: the belief that 
everyone is an individual rather 
than part of a collective, and should 
prioritize themselves first and everyone 
else second. This sort of sentiment of 
“America First” is destructive for us 
Americans.

This attitude has labeled Americans 
as selfish, ignorant of the world around 
them and unable to empathize with 
those who have it worse than they do. 
And these hyper-individualistic ideas 
have laid dormant for some time, but 
have now been pushed to the forefront 
– coming directly from the Oval Office. 

“America First” is a key part of the 
official stance of the new administration 

and while this is an effective campaign 
tool, it does not always foster the best 
circumstances for a nation to thrive. 

The belief that the United States 
should prioritize American citizens 
is not an outlandish one, in fact, it is 
probably one of the more unifying 
beliefs that those all across the political 
spectrum could agree on. The real issue 
is when the official stance becomes 
“America First” at the expense of the 
rest of the world. 

In the past month, the U.S. has 
withdrawn from the Paris Climate 
Agreement once again and for the first 
time ever, withdraw from the World 
Health Organization (WHO). 

Whether or not you agree with 
the withdrawals is a non-factor, as 
the precedent that it establishes is of 
more concern than the withdrawals 
themselves. 

The idea that the U.S. is somehow 
separate from the rest of the world and 
unconcerned with maintaining good 
relationships with allies is a direct result 
of hyper-individualism, the prevailing 
sentiment that America functions as a 
lone entity on the world stage rather 
than part of a larger collective. 

These beliefs stem from a variety 
of factors, one being the notion that 
the United States spends far too much 
money on foreign aid. 

A recent poll from the Associated 
Press found that roughly 7 in 10 U.S. 
adults say the government is putting too 
much money toward assistance to other 
countries.

This is understandable when you 
learn that, on average, opinion polling 
shows that Americans believe foreign 
aid makes up around 25% of the entire 
federal budget. 

The reality however is that foreign 
aid makes up less than 1% of the federal 
budget. 

This focus on cutting federal funding 
on the basis that the funds go to other 
countries does not just affect those 
countries, but America as well. 

The Department of Government 
Efficiency (DOGE) and leader Elon 
Musk have recently revealed plans to 
cut the staffing of the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID) from 14,000 employees to 
fewer than 300. 

USAID is an agency that provides 
humanitarian aid and development 
assistance in over 100 countries that 
have been described as the world’s 
single largest humanitarian donor. This 
spending has been deemed wasteful by 
key members of the new administration, 
including Musk, who deflect criticism 
by claiming to prioritize “America 
First.” 

USAID is involved with disease 
prevention around the globe and as its 
decimation coincides with our removal 
from the WHO, America may very 
well be on its own during a potential 
pandemic or similar health emergency. 

Individualism is a fine belief system 
when things are going well, but when 
times are hard, it is necessary to have 
others to lean on. By isolating ourselves 
on the world stage, we lay the foundation 
for future struggle and further isolation 
in our own communities that will be a 
net negative for us all. 

But of course, that’s just one man’s 
opinion. 
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