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The Department of 
Communication Disorders 
has established an Applied 
Literacy Learning through 
Innovation, Collaboration 
and Evidence (ALLIANCE) 
Lab to assist children 
with learning difficulties.

Arianne Pait, the director 
of clinical services in 
communication disorders 
and an assistant professor 
of communication 
disorders at Arkansas State 
University, is leading the lab.

The ALLIANCE lab is 
the evolution of a 20-year 
commitment to serving 
struggling readers in Northeast 
Arkansas. The lab also expands 
research using technology to 
improve early intervention in 
dyslexia and literacy struggles.

“This marks an expansion 
into cutting-edge research using 
technology to improve early 
identification and intervention 
for dyslexia,” Pait said.

The project first started in 
2004 as a collaboration with 
the Brookland Public School 
District. ALLIANCE lab has 
since created opportunities for 
students in the communication 
disorders graduate program 

on the A-State campus.
“As the demand for services 

grew throughout the region, 
we moved the program to the 
A-State Speech and Hearing 
Center, allowing greater 
access for underserved K-12 
students across Northeast 
Arkansas,” said Pait.

Because of the formal 
establishment, the ALLIANCE 
Lab is able to provide 
infrastructure for enhanced 
research collaboration 
while expanding student 
mentorship opportunities. 

Pait said the lab has grown 
into a program that serves 
students throughout the region.

“The ALLIANCE Lab 
allows us to formalize our 
research efforts, collaborate 
with experts across disciplines, 
and develop innovative 
tools that can identify and 
support struggling readers 
earlier and more effectively 
than ever before,” Pait said.  

Dyslexia affects 15-20% 
of the population but is often 
not identified until at least 
the third grade. However, 
discovering it in kindergarten 
or first grade is most effective, as 
the later it’s identified, reading 
difficulties could significantly 
negatively impact learning 
across all academic areas. 

Three research projects 
are being conducted that 
integrate literacy science and 
technological innovation. 

“These projects represent 
exactly what the ALLIANCE 
acronym stands for,” Pait said. 
“We are taking applied research 
questions that matter for real 
children in real classrooms, using 
innovative technology to solve 
practical problems, collaborating 
across disciplines to combine 
expertise in literacy and 
computer science, and ensuring 
everything we do is grounded in 
evidence. This is research with 
immediate impact potential.” 

The research agenda of the 
ALLIANCE Lab extends 
beyond current projects to 
encompass broader questions 
about literacy development, 
dyslexia identification 
and effective intervention.  

The lab doubles as a 
critical training site as well for 
speech-language pathology 
graduate students in order 
to prepare them to assess 
and treat literacy disorders. 

For more information about 
the ALLIANCE Lab, research 
collaboration opportunities 
or to learn about student 
mentorship possibilities, contact 
Pait at apait@AState.edu.  

March 5 | 3:35 p.m.
Officer Andrew Thrasher 

was told by dispatch of 
a possible hand-to-hand 
narcotics transaction involving 
a subject of interest in a 
narcotics investigation. 

Thrasher was made aware 
the subjects who were the 
recipients of the transaction 
were still on scene in a 
vehicle. At that time, Sergeant 
Chase Barnett and Thrasher 
responded to the location and 
made contact with the vehicle. 

Upon contact with the 
vehicle, the subjects opened 
the door and marijuana smoke 
billowed out of the vehicle. 
While speaking with the 
subjects and searching the 
vehicle, they provided Thrasher 
information showing where 
they had requested the suspect, 
later identified as Aryan Ashok 
Chugani, to sell them marijuana. 

Upon clearing the contact, 
officers responded to Chugani’s 
apartment in an attempt to 
contact him. No contact was 
made and an officer remained 
on scene to secure the apartment 
while Thrasher applied for a 
search warrant for the apartment. 
The search warrant was granted 
by Judge David Boling.

Upon receiving the warrant, 
Thrasher responded to 
Collegiate Park and met with 
Barnett. At that time, they 
executed the search warrant. 
Upon entry to the apartment, 
there was evidence of 
marijuana usage and packaging 
materials in plain view.

Further search of the 

residence yielded a Glock 21 
handgun and several items of 
drug paraphernalia, including 
scales, packaging and rolling 
papers in the bedroom.

Also located in the 
apartment were several large 
black vacuum seal bags. One 
of the vacuum seal bags 
contained approximately 29 
grams of a green leafy substance.

Thrasher contacted Patrol 
Officer Marcus Caskey and 
told him to go to the welcome 
desk in the student union, 
where Chugani was working 
and take him into custody. 
Upon taking him into custody, 
Caskey transported the suspect 
to the University Police 
Department, where he was 
placed in the interview room. 

Thrasher and Barnett 
gathered the evidence 
and transported it to the 
University Police Department 
for processing. Thrasher 
conducted an interview with 
Chugani, who agreed to 
waive his Miranda Rights and 
speak to Thrasher without 
having his lawyer present.

During the interview, 
Thrasher asked Chugani about 
the sale of marijuana, to which 
he acknowledged he was 
involved in. He said he gets his 
marijuana to sell from a guy 
named “Greg,” whom he met 
through a mutual acquaintance. 

He did not provide any 
additional information about 
“Greg.” Chugani said the gun 
located in his room was left 
behind by a friend and was not 
his. Thrasher told Chugani that, 
if that was the case, he should 
have called his friend to grab 
their gun instead of placing it 

on the nightstand by his bed.
After Thrasher questioned 

him about the firearm further, 
the suspect said he needed an 
attorney. Thrasher concluded 
the interview and requested 
a transport unit to take 
Chugani to the Craighead 
County Detention Center. 

Officer Robert Kary arrived 
and transported Chugani to 
the detention center, where 
he was booked on the charges 
of simultaneous possession of 
drugs and firearms (A class Y 
felony), possession of a schedule 
VI controlled substance with 
the purpose to deliver (A 
class D felony) and possession 
of a handgun on school 
property (A class D felony).

On March 6, Chugani 
went before Judge Barbara 
Halsey, where probable 
cause was established and a 
$150,000 bond was issued. 
Chugani bonded out of the 
Craighead County Detention 
Center a short while later.
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Members of Red Wolves for St. Jude calculate and record the amount of money raised over  their 
Phi Delta Theta collaboration day, 10k In a Day, where donations totaled $12,174. Members of 
Red Wolves for St. Jude held social media challenges on their social media pages and reached 
out to people to donate to the cause. By 4 p.m., over $9,000 was raised out of their $10,000 
goal. The collaboration ended at the Phi Delta Theta house, where they hosted “PhiHop,” a late 
night breakfast Singo-Bingo event with a $5 entry fee. 
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Mugshot of Aryan Ashok 
Chugani, an Arkansas State 
University student caught 
with 29 grams of marijuana 
and a gun. 
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EDUCATION,
CONTINUED

Many of the booths gave 
focus to full-time teaching roles, 
though some organizations 
offered seasonal positions that 
still helped to connect students 
with a younger audience. 

One of these organizations 
was Eagle Sky Christian 
Challenge Camps, which runs 
summer and year-round retreats 
for groups across the region. 

Meagen Wilson, associate 

program director for Eagle Sky 
in Piedmont, Missouri, said they 
were mainly looking for students 
interested in a short-term 
summer leadership position.

“We’re primarily looking 
for seasonal roles,” Wilson 
said. “One is our counselor 
position, which is a three-
week commitment in July.”

Another role Eagle Sky 
promoted was a resident director 

position, which Wilson said is 
similar to a resident assistant 
role on a college campus.

“The role is really about 
helping our younger staff learn 
what it’s like to live on their 
own in a community with 
other people,” Wilson said.

For students walking through 
the fair, conversations like these 
offered a small look into what 
life after graduation could hold.


