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Campus enjoys grilled cheese and soup fundraiser

The aroma of melted cheese 
and tomato soup wafted 
through the Fine Arts building 
on Thursday as members of 
the Sigma Alpha Iota (SAI) 
fraternity hosted one of their 
weekly grilled cheese fundraisers.

For just $5, students enjoyed 
grilled cheese sandwiches, all 
while supporting the fraternity’s 
new members by contributing 
to help pay their fees.

Emily Gillian, a senior 
English major from Jonesboro 
and member of SAI, said the 
chapter began hosting meals 
as an alternative to other, more 
common campus fundraisers.

“Our first fundraiser, we 
ended up making around 
$400,” Gillian said. “We 

found it’s more successful 
than bake sales because 
they happen so frequently.”

Gillian said, in previous 
semesters, the fundraising 
efforts have significantly 
reduced new member fees.

“I think two semesters 
ago, we were able to fundraise 
all of it, and everyone got 
their fees paid except for 
maybe $10,” Gillian said.

SAI is a music fraternity 
that promotes community 
among those who share an 
interest in music. While many 
members are music majors, 
SAI welcomes students from 
all academic backgrounds.

Kiara Miles, a junior pre-med 
biology major from Trumann, 
Arkansas, and a member of SAI, 
said she joined the fraternity 

because of her passion for music 
and SAI’s professional focus.

“It’s music professional 
development, really. Anyone who 
loves music can join, and I really 
do truly love music,” Miles said.

In addition to 
professional development, 
SAI is also committed to 
philanthropy. Specifically, 
the fraternity offers aid to 
visually impaired musicians.

“One of the things we do is 
print music for blind musicians, 
so it’ll be in braille,” Miles said.

This initiative allows 
music to remain accessible 
for performers of all abilities, 
which aligns with SAI’s 
broader mission of supporting 
the music community.

Beyond just grilled cheese 
and soup used to help out 

their new members, SAI 
hosts other fundraisers to 
support their philanthropy. 

“We do rose fundraisers 
where we sell roses at concerts,” 
Gillian said. “We dedicate those 
fundraisers to Sigma Alpha 
Iota philanthropies, and we 
have a lot of service projects 
we do that are music-related.”

Gillian said separating the 
fundraisers helps broaden 
their impact across campus.

“It’s why we try to fundraise 
as much as we can,” Gillian said.

While students may have just 
stopped by for a quick lunch, 
their hunger helped reduce the 
financial burden for the chapter, 
giving opportunities for SAI 
to support music growth in 
the community and among 
those who lack accessibility.
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A Sigma Alpha Iota fraternity member prepares a grilled cheese 
at their weekly tabling. The fraternity hosts the fundraiser every 
week in the Fine Arts building. 
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March 1 | 8:34 p.m.
Officer Kevin Willis 

conducted a traffic stop on a 
white Dodge Charger driven by 
the suspect at the intersection 
of Aggie Road and Red Wolf 
Boulevard for speeding after 
clocking the vehicle on handheld 
radar at 60 miles per hour in a 
posted 45 miles per hour zone.

The suspect said he did not 
have his driver’s license on him. 
Willis obtained his full name 
and date of birth and, after 
running his information, found 
his license was suspended.

Willis requested that 
dispatch run the suspect for 
local warrants. Dispatch said 
he had two local warrants out 
of Lake City and Monette. 
Willis asked dispatch to check 
the status of the warrants while 
he completed the citation. 
Dispatch later said the warrants 
were confirmed and instructed 
that the driver contact each 
respective department’s 
warrants division on Monday.

While Willis was completing 
the citation, another officer 
arrived on scene to assist. 
Willis had the assisting 

officer make contact with 
the passenger, later identified 
as the associated person, to 
determine if she possessed 
a valid driver’s license. The 
passenger provided her driver’s 
license and stated it was valid.

After printing the citation, 
Willis made contact with 
the driver and told him 
that his driver’s license was 
suspended. Willis explained 
the citation and told him that 
he would not be allowed to 
drive the vehicle. Willis told 
him he and the passenger 
would need to switch places.

Willis collected the associated 
person’s driver’s license and 
returned to his patrol unit to 
run her information. Her license 
returned valid with no warrants. 

Willis returned her driver’s 
license and released the vehicle 
to her. The driver was released 
on own recognizance and a 
citation with a court date, and 
advised he was not to operate 
a motor vehicle until his 
driver’s license was reinstated.

March 1 | 3:05 a.m.
Sergeant Jeremy Oswalt was 

dispatched to Red Wolf Den 

in reference to an individual 
being found unconscious 
on the bathroom floor.

Upon arrival, Oswalt spoke 
to the caller, who said he had 
gotten out of bed to use the 
restroom when he found his 
roommate, the victim, lying 
on the bathroom floor and 
appeared to be gasping for air. 
The roommate woke up the 
victim, who walked himself to 
the living room and lay down 
on the couch. The roommate 
then called 9-1-1 for assistance.

The victim appeared to 
be coherent and showed no 
signs of intoxication. The 
victim denied having any prior 
medical issues and said this had 
never happened to him before.

Upon the arrival of Medic 
One, they assessed the victim. 
However, the victim refused 
to be transported to the 
hospital for further evaluation.

Oswalt told the victim and 
the roommate if any other 
issues arise, to call back 9-1-1.

Feb. 27 | 8:27 p.m.
Sergeant Jeremy Oswalt 

was dispatched to The Village 
apartments in reference 

to an aggravated domestic 
assault involving a vehicle. 

Prior to Oswalt’s arrival, 
officers Rio Lingenfelter 
and Marcus Caskey had 
already arrived on scene 
and had two individuals in 
custody, later identified as 
Suspect One and Victim Two.

Oswalt then spoke to Officer 
Robert Kary, who witnessed 
the incident and called it into 
dispatch. Officer Kary said 
he and an off-duty Pine Bluff 
Police Department Officer, 
Witness One, were in Officer 
Kary’s apartment when they 
noticed a white Kia being driven 
by Suspect One attempting to 
run over Victim Two. At this 
time, Officer Kary and Officer 
Horton stopped the altercation 
and called into dispatch. 

Officer Horton recounted 
the same encounter that 
Officer Kary had described. 

At this time, Oswalt 
instructed Officer Lingenfelter 
and Officer Caskey to 
transport Suspect One and 
Victim Two to the University 
Police Department to be 
interviewed. Oswalt then 

had Suspect One’s vehicle 
towed by N.E.A.T.S. towing. 

Suspect One said she and 
Victim Two got into a verbal 
altercation because she was 
under the assumption that 
she was bringing Victim 
Two onto campus to drop 
him off at a friend’s house. 

However, she discovered he 
was going to see another female. 

During the altercation 
Victim Two threw a cup of 
water onto Suspect One , at 
which time she made him get 
out of her vehicle. Suspect 
One said once Victim Two was 
out of her vehicle she put her 
vehicle in reverse and acted like 
she was going to run him over.

Suspect One said she was 
in control of her vehicle and 
that she was only trying to 
scare Victim Two and that 
she would not have hit him. 

Oswalt then spoke to Victim 
Two, who said he and Suspect 
One got into a verbal altercation 
because another female had sent 
him a text wanting to see him. 
He said during the altercation, 
Suspect One attempted to throw 
a cup of water on him, which 

he knocked out of her hand, 
causing the water to go onto her. 

Victim Two said Suspect 
One then made him get out of 
her vehicle, at which time she 
attempted to strike him with the 
vehicle, but was unsuccessful. 

At this time, Suspect One 
was arrested for aggravated 
assault on a family or 
household member. Officer 
Lingenfelter then transported 
the arrestee to Craighead 
County Detention Center.

The arrestee was also 
banned from the Arkansas 
State University campus.

Upon review of A-State 
security cameras, Oswalt was 
able to observe the arrestee’s 
vehicle stop in the middle of the 
roadway in front of the village at 
6:17 p.m. At approximately 6:24 
p.m., Victim Two exited the 
vehicle and walked behind it. 

At this time, the arrestee 
put the vehicle in reverse and 
backed up in an attempt to 
hit Victim Two, causing him 
to run to avoid being hit. 

Down
1.	 Indiana team 
fined for tanking

4.	 Played Violet 
in “9 to 5”

6.	 Matthew 
Lillard’s character 
in “Scream”

7.	 “Operation: 
Epic ____” in 
Elijah’s opinion

Across
2.	 Fraternity that 
held a grilled cheese 
fundraiser

3.	 Leading scorer in 
the win over Bobcats

4.	 Officer in the 
suspended license case 
in Campus Crime

5.	 Played Mr. Hart 
in “9 to 5”

8.	 Residence hall 
reserved for freshmen
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Across
2. Fraternity that held a grilled cheese fundraiser
3. Leading scorer in the women's win against Bobcats
4. The officer in the suspended license Campus Crime
5. Who played Mr. Hart in "9 to 5"
8. Campus housing turned into freshman only
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