
After a victorious Sun Belt 
Championship week in 2025 
ending in a trophy ceremony 
and NCAA tournament bid, 
the Arkansas State women’s 
basketball team fell short in 
the semifinals of this year’s 
tournament against rival Troy.

Earning a bye until the 
quarterfinals of the SBC 
tournament, the Red Wolves 
had high hopes to go for back-
to-back conference titles and 
earn their second NCAA 
tournament bid in program 

history. They seemed to be 
realizing their hopes after 
their first game ended with 
a 76-68 win against ULM.

The Red Wolves kept 
their foot on the throttle 
throughout the match-
up against the Warhawks, 
keeping their opponents at bay 
through smothering defense. 

While the offense had some 
rough shooting, the pressure 
on the opposite side of the ball 
kept the team afloat. While 
forcing fewer turnovers than 
average with 23 on the night, 
shot contesting gave the defense 
a boost. The Warhawks shot an 
abysmal 16.7% from the three-

point line and 38.5% from the 
field, showing the disruption 
on offense by the Red Wolves. 

The trio of guards, Mia 
Tarver, D’arrah Allen, and 
forward Wynter Rogers, carried 
the scoring weight, combining 
for 41 points together. Guard 
Crislyn Rose took a backseat 
on shot-making and opted to 
act as floor general, dishing 
out a game-high nine assists. 

While the Red Wolves fired 
on almost all cylinders against 
ULM, their weakness on the 
glass carried over from the 
regular season. The Warhawks 
out-rebounded A-State by 20, 
tallying up nine more offensive 

boards as well. A-State allowed 
two ULM players to grab 
double-digit rebounds as well, 
with forward Keshunti Nichols 
and guard J’Mani Ingram 
grabbing 10 and 12, respectively. 

This small downside in the 
win against the Warhawks 
turned into the Red Wolves’ 
Achilles heel during their next 
game against the Troy Trojans.

A-State came into the game 
having lost their previous two 
match-ups to Troy this season, 
with both losses carrying a 
heavy disadvantage on the glass. 
While it wasn’t as glaring as 
in the past games against their 
rivals, the rebounding deficit still 

crippled the A-State defense. 
While the first quarter 

seemed to spell out a close 
fight for the two teams with 
A-State leading 25-23, it 
wasn’t long before the Trojans 
jumped out to an 11-point lead 
at the end of the half. In this 
game, the Red Wolves caught 
the brunt of a suffocating 
defense, only scoring seven 
points in the second quarter.

Meanwhile, A-State’s usual 
ball pressure disappeared, 
leaving the team with fewer 
opportunities in the full court 
to score easy points. The 
Red Wolves only forced 20 
turnovers this game compared 

to their season average of 27. 
The lack of defensive 

pressure, added with the usual 
rebounding issues, combined 
to give the Trojans easy 
points throughout the game 
and allowed them to pile on 
plenty of unanswered baskets. 

The second half didn’t fare any 
better for A-State as the Trojans’ 
lead grew to a game-high 19 
points halfway through the third 
quarter. But when all seemed 
lost, a spark of life shot into the 

Red Wolves and helped 
the team cut into the deficit 
with a 12-0 run. Even so, Troy 
dismantled any comeback 
hopes in the fourth quarter 
by backing up their defense 
with a well-rounded offense.

In the end, the Red Wolves 
failed to recover from the 
deficit and ended up losing 
83-73 to their rival for 
the third time this season. 

Trojans forward Zay Dyer 
did it all to carry her team to 
the SBC finals, putting up 
game-highs with a double-
double of 24 points and 10 
rebounds. Meanwhile, Allen 
continued her scoring streak 
from the quarterfinals to 
lead the Red Wolves with 
18 points while tacking on 
two assists and two rebounds. 

In what could’ve ended with 
back-to-back Sun Belt titles, 
the Red Wolves fell to the same 
mistakes in the SBC tournament 
as they did in the regular season, 
dashing their hopes of another 
March Madness visit and 
bringing their year to a close.
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A-State fails to secure back-to-back SBC titles
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With their 17 point 
win against the Eagles in 
the regular season, the Red 
Wolves went into the match-
up expected to win by eight 
points. However, A-State 
came out of the tournament 
one and done against Georgia 
Southern, generating the 
first upset of the tournament. 

The Arkansas State Red 
Wolves became the seventh 
seed after tying with five other 
Sun Belt teams and went on 
to face the Georgia Southern 
Eagles in round three of the 
conference championship.

Guard Chandler Jackson 
scored the first points of the 
game after a won jump-ball 
layup. Georgia Southern’s big 
scorer of the game guard Tyren 
Moore, who ended the game 
with 25 points, followed it 
up with a three after A-State 
couldn’t get the ball off on time. 

Guard Matt Hayman scored 
a three in response, but Moore 
took the ball and the Eagles’ one 
point lead back. Forward Aly 
Tounkara was the only player to 
score for a while, as he made a 
layup and one of two free throws. 

The Red Wolves kept a lead 
on the Eagles for a majority 
of the half until the favored 
Jonesboro team stalled at 18 
points. Georgia Southern 
took the stall and the lead, 

going from 16 points to 27 
before A-State scored, which 
came from forward Jaxon 
Ellingsworth. Ellingsworth’s 
points came from a made one 
of two free throws, his only 
miss out of his four attempts.

Free throw shooting heavily 
contributed to the Red Wolves’ 
loss, usually shooting 76% at 
the line but made only 11-21, 
only 52%, in their loss against 
the Eagles. Every A-State 
player who visited the line 
during the game missed at 

least one free-throw during the 
match-up. Jackson performed 
the worst as he was one of 
four from the charity stripe.

Head Coach Ryan 
Pannone commented on the 
uncharacteristic performance 
from the rookie team, 
saying it was a struggle 
late into the season as well. 

“What ended up being the 
Achilles is something that we 
started the year being amazing 
at for most of the season, which 
is being a great free throw 

shooting team,” Pannone said. 
The Eagles’ nine point 

lead remained consistent for 
the rest of the first half, with 
the Red Wolves trailing 42-
32 at the halftime buzzer. 

The second half started well 
for A-State, with back to back 
threes from Hayman followed by 
a guard Jalen Hampton layup to 
tie the game. A made Hampton 
free-throw and a Tounkara layup 
earned the Red Wolves the lead. 

Two made free throws 
by Eagles’ forward Alden 

Applewhite and back-to-back 
threes by Moore gave the Eagles 
back the lead. In their regular 
season match-up, Applewhite 
was only able to score six points. 

Georgia Southern got 
their biggest boost from the 
defense in the win, where 
they scored 15 points from 
13 turnovers from A-State.

“Some turnovers really 
hurt us,” Pannone said. “And 
I think the points we gave 
up within transition off our 
turnovers and missed free 

throws kind of cost us.”
The Red Wolves couldn’t 

truly take back the lead for 
the rest of the game and were 
down by three with a chance 
to tie it. With four seconds 
to go, Hayman, A-State’s 
second best shooter from three, 
missed the game-tying shot.

The tournament loss capped 
off Pannone’s first season with 
the Red Wolves, who ended 20-
12 overall and 11-7 in conference. 

Georgia Southern’s win took 
them to play South Alabama, 
a team the Red Wolves lost to 
twice in close games, where 
they decimated the Jaguars 
before winning a close battle 
against Marshall to reach the 
finals. The 10-seeded Eagles’ 
run finally came to a close 
against the Troy Trojans. 

While the outcome wasn’t 
what the Red Wolves wanted, 
Pannone said he was still 
proud of his team and what 
they accomplished this season.

“We had a group of young 
men that came together, 15 
new guys had found a way to 
win 20 games and to set some 
program records in year one. 
There were multiple times 
throughout this season that 
our team could have broke,” 
Pannone said. “They didn’t quit, 
they didn’t stop fighting and 
they didn’t stop playing together 
and playing for each other.”
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Georgia Southern upsets Red Wolves in SBC Tournament
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Guard Chandler Jackson works his way around the defense. Jackson notched a double-double in the loss to Georgia Southern with 
12 points and 10 assists.
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Guard Bella Weary lines up a jumper against the Trojans. She scored 14 points and nabbed three rebounds in the loss to Troy.
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The Great Manning Debate:

10 years ago, Peyton 
Manning, one of the best 
quarterbacks in the NFL, 
announced his retirement, just a 
month after he led the Denver 
Broncos to a Super Bowl 50 win.

“The Sheriff ” spent 13 seasons 
with the Indianapolis Colts and 
only four with the decidedly 
superior horse-branded 
team, the Denver Broncos.

The Bronco had something 
to prove in his first year in 

the mountains after the Colts 
made their biggest mistake: 
letting Manning go. During 
Manning’s first year in Denver, 
he set two NFL single-season 
records with 55 touchdown 
passes and 5,477 passing 
yards, both records remaining 
unbroken 13 years later.

While “The Sheriff ” 
recorded a Super Bowl win 
and MVP awards with both 
teams and stayed in Indiana 
longer, his home is at Mile 
High Stadium in Colorado, and 
he himself has made this clear. 

During a broadcast 
with brother and former 
Giants quarterback Eli, 
Bills quarterback Josh Allen 
fumbled the ball in a game 
against the Denver Broncos. 
Reacting to the game, the 
retired Bronco said, “That’s our 
ball. That’s the Broncos ball.” 

Manning has also been 
seen coaching the newest 
Broncos franchise quarterback, 
Bo Nix, also known as “The 
Marshall.” One instance of 
him coaching for the orange 
and blue was against the Colts 

during Nix’s rookie season, a 
game the Broncos won 31-13. 

On top of it all, Manning 
still resides in Colorado with 
two Denver homes. The second 
in 2023 near his mansion 
residence he bought in 2012.

“Denver’s a great city, 
and I have a connection 
here,” Manning said in 2022. 

One thing to be learned 
from Manning’s obvious 
choice is this: Colts grow 
up and become Broncos. 
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Manning is a Bronco through and through

10 years ago, one of the 
greatest quarterbacks to ever 
throw a spiral retired from 
the NFL. Peyton Manning 
did it all during his time in 
the pros, winning the most 
MVP awards in league history 
and winning the Super Bowl 
with two different franchises. 
When it was all said and done, 
he ranked third in all-time 
passing yards and touchdowns.

No one debates the greatness 
we witnessed, but one question 
remains hotly contested to this 

day: Is Manning an Indianapolis 
Colt or a Denver Bronco?

So much chatter has 
spread about how Manning 
seems to prefer Denver over 
Indianapolis. While his greatest 
season was on the Broncos, 
one cannot deny the impact 
Indianapolis had on him. 

He spent over a decade on 
the same team that hails him 
to this day as the franchise’s 
savior. While the ending to 
his career in Indy was rocky, 
it doesn’t distract from how 
much that time impacted him. 

Even if he doesn’t claim the 
Colts much anymore and has 

shown more of an affinity for 
the Broncos, the ties he formed 
and continues to create with 
the city speak louder than his 
words do. His friendship with 
team owner Jim Irsay continued 
even after the heartbreaking 
end to his time in Indy and 
he continues to spend time 
around the team and state.

Most recently, he spent 
time with Colts quarterback 
Daniel Jones and former 
Indiana Hoosiers quarterback 
Fernando Mendoza, 
demonstrating his continued 
work in forming bonds with 
the state that took him in.

Even beyond sports, he 
continues to support the 
philanthropy he started in Indy. 
Peyton Manning Children’s 
Hospital at St. Vincent 
continues to feel the support 
of their namesake, with “The 
Sheriff ” donating $4 million 
dollars in February to continue 
supporting the youth of Indy. 

Despite his current Denver 
residence and recent affinity 
for the Broncos, Manning has 
formed ties through his time in 
Naptown that have cemented his 
status as an Indianapolis Colt.
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Infielder Lane Walton, outfielder Ashton Quiller and infielder 
Patrick Engskov huddle together during Sunday’s game at Oral 
Roberts. After losing the doubleheader on Saturday, the A-State 
baseball team bounced back against Oral Roberts on Sunday, 
with Walton recording three RBIs and two runs.
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Women’s golf team member Morgan Beaulieu prepares her 
stance to swing. The ASU women’s golf team placed third in 
the Puerto Rico Iguana Invitational last week, where Beaulieu 
placed 26th overall with a total of 12-over par 228 (79-69-80). 
Their next match will be at the University of Louisiana-Monroe 
Invitational on March 30 and 31.
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The A-State women’s bowling team holds a huddle during the 
Music City Classic this weekend. The team placed fourth during 
the competition, where they beat Vanderbilt, but lost to them 
in a rematch later and dropped a match against Sam Houston. 

All the action away 
from home!
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Denver Broncos legend Peyton Manning coaches current team quarterback Bo Nix. Manning has been very connected with the 
development of Nix.

Naptown is “The Sheriff’s” true home

ERIC FLUKE

SPORTS EDITOR

PHOTO COURTESY OF INDYSTAR.COM
Indianapolis Colts legend Peyton Manning speaks with the team’s current starting quarterback Daniel Jones. Manning has been 
seen often spending time with Jones and acting as a mentor for him during his time with the Colts.


